that could never be accomplished any other way. THIRD STUDY
1. Describe a time of fiery trial in your life when

you knew by faith you were coming-out of it, PRESSING TOWARD THE MARK

but it was so intense you were suffering in the BEWARE OF JUDAIZERS (Philippians 3:1,2)
course of it. When it was over you had a testi- Paul, in his warning of Judaizers (Philippians 3:1
mony, and on the end you didn’t even smell of -3LB), says, Whatever happens, dear friends, be

the smoke of that fire (ref. see Daniel 3:27). glad in the Lord. I never get tired of telling you this

and it is good for you to hear it again. Watch out

for those wicked men--dangerous dogs, I call them

--who say you must be circumcised to be saved.
PUT NO CONFIDENCE IN THE FLESH
(Philippians 3:3-9)

Paul goes on: For it isn’t the cutting of your bodies
that makes us children of God; it is worshiping Him
with our spirits. That is the only true “circumcision.”
We Christians glory in what Christ Jesus has done
for us and realize that we are helpless to save our-
selves.

1. If any man could glory in the flesh, it would be
Paul himsel{, if his confidence was in the flesh.
He names some of his qualifications toward this
very thing. Name them. (Philippians 3:5,6) ___

2. (a) Does Paul say he has reached perfection?
(Philippians 3:12)
(b) What is Paul’s plan for moving forward?
18 15




All the things that Paul thought once were
worthwhile, he now counts loss; for now he knows
and possesses the true and excellent knowledge of
Christ Jesus our Lord: for whom he has suffered
the loss of all things which he now counts them as
dung, that he may win Christ (Philippians 3:8), and
become one with Him, no longer counting on being
saved by being good enough or by obeying God’s
laws, but by trusting God to save me; for God’s
way of making us right with Himself depends on
faith--counting on Christ alone (Philippians 3:9).

2. What is the difference between the true right-

eousness and that of the law? (Philippians 3:9)

THAT I MAY KNOW HIM (Philippians 3:10-14)

That I may know Him. Philippians 3:10.

When we are consecrated to Christ Jesus, we
genuinely want to know Him in His fullness. For
this, we have to spend time in His Word and with
Him in a personal way. We worship, we praise, we
pray. We get deep into His presence. Then He re-
veals Himself to us more and more as we seek Him
for everything, and in everything. We seek Him to

find out what He wants from us each day, how we
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can please Him. The more we spend time with
Him, He reveals extends to us more and more of
His understanding. But we will never fully compre-
hend the extent of His love for us until we are with
Him in eternity.

That I may know Him, and the power of His Res-
urrection. Philippians 3:10.

In Romans 6:4 we read, Therefore we are buried
with Him by baptism (into the body of Christ) into
death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by
the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in
newness of life. That is, our new life in Christ. For the
person we used to be is dead and is freed from sin
from now on that we should not serve sin (Romans
6:6,7).

That I may know Him, in the fellowship of His
sufferings. Philippians 3:10.

For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our
consolation (comfort) also aboundeth by Christ (Il Co-
rinthians 1:5). We also may fellowship with Him by
the experience of our suffering at times; but He
doesn’t just help us through that fiery trial; He gets
in the fire with us. In this way, we learn more about
His comfort and His grace working in us. We learn
more about Him, and how He works. We learn to
keep on going (standing; see Ephesians 6:13,14))
until the fiery trial is over; for at the end of it, we
are the better for it. God’s glory will be revealed to
us and in us (I Peter 4:12). It is a growing process
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