, that the abundant grace might

We, though our outward man perish,

Our Light affliction, which is but for a moment,

We look not at the things which are seen,

We know, the things which are seen are temporal;

Paul is saying, Yes, we live under constant dan-
ger to our lives because we serve the Lord, but this
gives us constant opportunities to show forth the
power of Jesus Christ within our dying bodies. Be-
cause of our preaching we face death, but it has re-
sulted in eternal life for you.

We boldly say what we believe [trusting God to
care for us], just as the Psalm writer did when he
said, “I believe and therefore I speak.” We know
that the same God who brought the Lord Jesus
back from death will also bring us back to life again
with Jesus, and present to us Him along with you.
These sufferings of ours are for your benefit. And
the more of you who are won to Christ, the more
there are to thank Him for His great kindness, and
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the more the Lord is glorified.

That is why we never give up. Though our bod-
ies are dying, our inner strength in the Lord is
growing every day. These troubles and sufferings
of ours are, after all, quite small and won't last very
long. Yet this short time of distress will result in
God’s richest blessing upon us forever and ever. So
we do not look at what we can see right now, the
troubles all around us, but we look forward to the
joys in heaven which we have yet not seen. The
troubles will soon be over, but the joys to come will
last forever.
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